Kodiak Soil and Water Conservation District

The Trail Blazer
Fall Newsletter

Calendar of Events
AACD Fall meeting will be October 30 at the Coast International
in Anchorage.
CNIPM Invasive Species Conference October 26-28
KSWCD Board meeting second
Wednesday of the month 5:30 pm.

GIS Day is December 1.

Fairgrounds Board meeting first
Tuesday of the month 7 pm.
4-H meetings TBA.

September, 2010

Become a Cooperator!
To become a cooperator, a person must
sign a cooperative agreement with the
District. The cooperator agreement shall
contain the name and address of the person or entity and shall describe the real
property subject to agreement.
A cooperator’s voting membership and
eligibility for a district supervisors seat requires that a cooperator meet the definition of a land user. A land user is a person who is a producer of renewable resources, including farming and forestry. A Tree Farm
person includes a corporation, cooperative or similar organization. District boards should meet once a month but can meet
more often if necessary. District supervisor is the title given to persons who are
elected or appointed to serve on the district board.

Kodiak Environmental Working
Group meeting third Monday of
the month 3 pm.

District supervisors are elected by the cooperator from the district and serve for a
term of three years. District supervisors are primarily responsible for developing and
implementing programs that address natural resource needs at the district or local
level.

KIB Regular Assembly meetings
first and third Thursdays. 7:30pm

Come in and sign up to be cooperator and see what programs we have available!

Supervisors:
Chris Flickinger, Chairman
Charlie Dorman, Vice-Chairman
Todd Dorman, Supervisor
Nathan Mudd, Supervisor
Craig Stratman, Supervisor
Bob Mudd, Alternate

KSWCD at the Kodiak Rodeo and Fairgrounds

Staff:
Michelle Le Beau, District Manager
Blythe Brown, Project Coordinator
Sara Persselin, AACD Invasive
Plants Coordinator
Stephen Bodnar, GIS Technician
Corinne Estelle Ferre,
MASST Admin Assistant

One of our goals is Early Detection and Rapid
Response. It is important to find and control
invasive plants when populations are first becoming established. Similar to a garden, a few
weeds are easier to control than a large number of them.

NRCS Field Office:
Mark Kinney, Resource Conservationist

Our recent display at the Kodiak Rodeo and
Fairgrounds was a variety of different pamphlets, brochures and applications.

Informed citizens on the lookout for invasive
weeds are essential to an effective EDRR program. Come in and look over our pamphlets
The public and Blythe Brown, Project
and brochures!
Manager
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Meet the new District Manager!
Michelle LeBeau is our new District Manager, she is originally from
Colorado. She graduated from Indiana University with a B.S. in Park and
Recreation Administration and an M.P.S. from the University of Denver.
She recently arrived from employment in Richmond and Berkeley in
California where she was employed as a director for the Watershed
Projects and operated a consulting business.
She has extensive experience securing funding for conservation
initiatives and organizational support. She has a successful fundraising
track record, raising over one million dollars in grants, government
contracts and donations towards environmental projects in the last five
years.

Shasta Daises

She is very interested in contributing her experience and knowledge
here in Kodiak.
She has worked very closely with several conservation districts in Montana and California. From her
experience with those districts she has learned the purpose and structure of conservation districts, including
the unique relationship with NRCS. She believes in the importance of positive relationships and
collaboration with cooperators and other partners as a means for meeting conservation goals.
She is also an innovative leader with strategic plans. Her skills in leadership, financial management,
organizational development and fundraising, along with and understanding of natural resources issues will
provide the necessary characteristics for District Manager!

Good-bye to the Summer Youth Crew for Invasive Plants
The Kodiak District was able to hire a Summer Youth Crew this year
thanks to the AACD’s Early Detection Rapid Response Program,
funded by the US Fish & Wildlife Service with American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act money.
They are Wendy Wheatley, Lauren Cooney and Max Smiley and
they want to thank the Kodiak Wildlife Refuge, AC, Food for Less,
Cost Savers, Safeway and Mark Majdic for their donations and help
in assisting weed removal.
The crew surveyed, conducted and coordinated weed pulls and
reached out to the communities of Ahkiok, Karluk, Larsen Bay, Port
Lions, Old Harbor and Ouzinkie.
They provided information about infestations of bull thistle, Canada
thistle, creeping buttercup, dandelions, hawkbit, hawkweed, oxeye
daisies and common tansy.

Skiff ride back to town

They also conducted surveys and weed pulls along the Kodiak road system including Bell’s Flats, Buskin
River, Monashka Bay, Pasagshak, Chiniak and remote areas such as Akaulura, Camp Island, Long Island
and Woody Island.
The crew has since returned to their studies at respective colleges and we wish them good-bye and good
studying!
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NRCS News

The application period for the hoop house/high tunnel program has
ended for the first round of 2011 funding. Applications may still be submitted bit they will be deferred until a second funding period, if one is
to take place. Many applications were processed and many hoop
houses were built during the 2010 program year.
Mark Kinney, the District Conservationist from the Homer and Kodiak
NRCS Field Office reports that he has received 78 applications for the
high tunnel growing systems for 2011. Of those, 16 are from Kodiak.
Funding will be awarded based on a computer-generated random
Kodiak Farmers Market
number assignment. Therefore, each applicant will have a an equal
chance of their funding project. Mr. Kinney hopes to fund all eligible applicants during the three year pilot project duration.
Mark Kinney and Resource Conservationist, Craig Sanders will be traveling to Kodiak every few weeks to offer NRCS services. They can be reached at 907-235-8177 extension 103. The fax number is 907-235-2364
and the email address is mark.kinney@ak.usda.gov.
You can always stop by the District and we will be glad to help you or call 486-5574.

KSWCD is in the T-shirts and hoodies business!
The district has t-shirts and hoodies for sale. They are decorated with the special
logo crafted with the eye of the goshawk. He/she is peering out at the world searching for those elusive invasive weeds.
There is a variety of colors and selections from ash, blue and red and sizes from
small to extra-large. We can order any color or size you prefer. Stop by and take a
look at 518 Marine Way Suite 206!

$75,000 in Scholarships for Sustainable Agriculture Students
Annie's Homegrown is pleased to announce we are again offering $75,000 in scholarship
funds to students studying sustainable and organic agriculture. Sustainable and organic
agriculture is at the very root of our philosophy. Planet to Food. Food to People. People
to Planet. We believe healthy soils and healthy farms are the foundation for healthy
foods, which help healthy people. Therefore, we’re proud to support the next generation
of farmers. Undergraduate and Graduate students studying at an accredited US college
or university are eligible to apply.
Hard at work!
Please visit http://www.annies.com/sustainable_agriculture_scholarship to learn more.
Our application is available at http://www.annies.com/scholarshipapplication.
The deadline to apply is December 15, 2010.
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Farm Service Agency Director’s Column, Alaska’s Food System

The Trail Blazer

This is an excerpt from the Farm Service Agency Director’s column.
The new Alaska Food Policy Council held its first meeting in May in Anchorage.
Over 100 farmers, ranchers, food banks, restaurants, health agencies, trucking
companies, food processors and Native subsistence users met for two days to
identify challenges and apply solutions.
95% of the food we eat in Alaska is imported from the lower 48 and around the
world. Imagine the economic impact of keeping more of those food dollars in our
local communities.

Culverts

Group members focused on ideas for educating consumers about buying Alaskan Grown. Other members are looking at how to increase our production of vegetables, grain, meat, eggs
and milk. Challenges are different in every region of the state but Alaska needs a better distribution system.
We need to supply local healthy foods to Alaskans during the winter and more food processing capacities for
our agricultural products, create jobs and extend our markets. FSA could use some input! Please contact
Danny Consenstein, telephone number is 907-761-7738 and email is danny.consenstein@ak.usda.gov.
Kodiak Soil and Water Conservation District
518 Marine Way, Suite 206
Kodiak, Alaska 99615
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