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Earth Day-Pledge an Act of Green!
Join us this Earth Day, April
22, in a Pledge to Act. The
first Earth Day was on April
22, 1970. On this day, 20 million Americans took to the
streets, parks, and auditoriums to demonstrate for a
healthy, sustainable environment in massive coast-tocoast rallies. This event led to
the creation of the Environmental Protection agency,
passage of the Clean Air,
Clean Water and Endangered
Species Acts and the modern
environmental movement.
More than one billion people
now participate in Earth Day
activities each year, making it
the largest civic observance in
the world.
Environmental action begins
by taking simple steps where

What’s Inside

we live. Together we can
make a big difference in our
community. Pick three of the
actions below and join thousands of others doing the
same.
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dispose of trash and waste.
Report littering and dumping to the KIB at 486-9364.

tronic components.

□ Dispose of Household

□ Dispose of Used Oil. For a

Hazardous Waste Properly.
Bring HHW to the Kodiak
High School parking lot on
May 7th as part of The Annual Spring Clean Up sponsored by Kodiak Chamber of
Commerce and Subway.

□ Recycle Metals, Paper and
Plastics. Threshold Recycling
Services also accepts elec-

small fee, bring used oil to the
Boat Harbor.

□ Reuse. Carry a reusable

Upcoming Events

shopping bag to cut down on
plastic bags in the landfill and
on roadsides.

• Kodiak Island Borough Parks

Take part in the largest environment project on earth! For
more actions and ideas visit
www.epa.gov/pick5

• ComFish April 14-16

and Recreation Urban Trails
every 2nd & 4th Tuesday.

• Marine Science Symposium
April 9-12
• 4-H State Horse Competition
April 15-17

Potato Late Blight Quarantine Reminder

• Envirothon Competition April

The Potato Late Blight quarantine administered by the
Division of Agriculture is
still in effect within the
State of Alaska.

Tomato plants and seedlings
that have been grown from
seed in Alaskan greenhouses
and nurseries are not subject
to the quarantine. Alaska seed
potatoes must have an official
“certified seed tag.”

• Whale Fest April 10-24

For more information call Mia
Kirk at (907) 761-3861 or
email Mia.Kirk@alaska.gov.

• Alaska Agricultural Day May 3

This quarantine was established to prevent commodities infected with Potato
Late Blight from entering
Alaska.
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• Community Monitoring of
Marine Invasive Species
Workshop April 12
• KNWR Brown Bag Lunch April
14

Alaskan greenhouse tomatoes

High Tunnel Information-What You Need to Know
The High Tunnel program is a costshare program offered through the
Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS). The program helps private
agricultural producer’s extend their
growing season by up to three weeks in
cold climates. This is a three year pilot
program that has been successful in
Kodiak and Homer areas.
To apply for the third and final year of
the program, please review these key
program guidelines. Applicants must
certify that they are an agricultural
producer and have produced up to
$1,000 worth of food in the last two
years. Applicants must have control of
the land for the five year contract. The
land must be in agricultural production,
level, plowed and ready to plant.
More detailed program guidelines and

application packets can be picked up at
the Kodiak SWCD office. Applications
must be submitted by June 15, 2011 to be
considered for funding in 2012. An NRCS
computer program will randomly select
qualified applicants.
Applicants awarded contracts with NRCS
must purchase an approved high tunnel
kit, rather than build their own.
The high tunnel must be maintained
throughout the winter and for the first
three growing seasons, soil and fertilize
tests must be taken.
Program guidelines now allow electricity
(lights, fan, heat) to be added to existing
tunnels.
For more information contact Mark
Kinney at (907) 235-8177 x 103 or email
www.mark.kinney@ak.usda.gov.
High tunnel consultation Photo by Blythe Brown

Spring is in the Air!

Shasta Daisy Photo by Sara Persselin

Spring is in the air, or we would like to
think so! Those of us who garden are
getting the itch to plant and daydreaming about prepping garden beds and
what to grow. We don’t plan to grow
weeds amid our lettuce and broccoli but
they find their way in and may become
the most prolific crop. We may think of
all weeds as “invasive” since they are
unwelcome invaders to our gardens, but
some are more insidious than others.
At KSWCD we are concerned with the
“non-native, invasive plants ” that find
their way into the treasured natural
and wild habitats of our island. These
weeds can displace native plants and
diminish natural habitats.
Two of these are splitlip hempnettle
and oxeye daisy. Hempnettle is a pest
of agricultural fields, but one of the
places it grows is the Middle Bay Beach
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peat collection site near Small Creek. It
will be seeds that travel home with you
and be added to your garden soil. Be on
the lookout for sprouts poking up in
your garden; hempnettle looks like mint
without the smell and stinging nettle
without stings. It can grow up to three
feet high and produce small pink or
purple flowers. If left to go to seed it
will crowd out other vegetation. Hempnettle produces more seeds and grows
faster than native vegetation, invading
areas we have disturbed with our vehicles and shovels. It is an easy weed to
pull up before it goes to seed, so bag it,
burn it or dispose at the landfill.
Daisies are a favorite garden flower but
not all are as innocent as they look.
Oxeye daisies are a non-native, invasive
plant mistaken for a wildflower because
they grow “wild” along the road. These
daisies have displaced native plants
and wildlife habitat, forming dense
colonies and reducing diversity.
If you would like daisies in your garden,
chose to plant Shasta daisies. They look
quite similar to oxeye daisies with
white petals and a yellow center and
stay where you put them! Oxeye daisies
often sneak into gardens in “wildflower”

seed mixes. Check the content list carefully on these packages and if it’s not clear
what kind of daisy seed you’re getting,
choose instead to support seed companies
that sell only Shasta daisies.
Please pull up any oxeye daisies in your
garden and bag, burn or send to the landfill and replace with safe Shasta daisies!

Oxeye daisy Photo by Sara Persselin

Hempnettle Photo by Blythe Brown
Hempnettle Photo by Blythe Brown
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Forests for People-More Than You Can Imagine!
The Kodiak Soil and Water Conservation
District sponsored a poster contest with the
National Association of Conservation Districts.
Local Kodiak winners were Jason Foxworthy, Keegan Ryan, Rafael Bitanga and DebCaption
describing picture or
orah
Bitanga.
graphic.
The winning Kodiak posters will go on to
compete at the statewide poster contest
hosted in April by the Alaska Association of
Conservation Districts. Winning posters
from the state of Alaska will then go on to
compete nationally.
Thank you for your hard work and contributions!
Poster contest display Photo by Blythe Brown

Basic Emergency Supply Kit
Recommended emergency supply kit
items include:

•

Dust mask, plastic sheeting and
duct tape.

•

Water, one gallon per person per
day for at least three days.

•

Moist towelettes, hand sanitizer,
garbage bags with plastic ties.

•

Food, at least a three-day supply of
non-perishable food, a can opener.

•

Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities.

•

Battery-powered or hand-crank radio with extra batteries.

•

•

Flashlight and first aid kit.

Indoor heat-safe source, candles or
propane/butane labeled for indoor
use.

•

Cold weather gear, blankets and
sleeping bag.

•

Cell phones with chargers.

You may need to survive on
your own after an emergency.
This means having your own
food, water and supplies.

For more information go to
www.ready.alaska.gov.

Weeds on the Rock
The Kodiak SWCD is sad to see Sara
Persselin leave, but will continue to
build on the projects she accomplished
with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act program.
The District will be hiring a two person
weeds crew for the 2011 summer. This
crew will be available for education, outreach and control of invasive species

along roadsides has introduced invasive
species (including the aggressive orange
hawkweed) which now threaten Kodiak’s
recreation and subsistence areas.
Do be a good neighbor and control your
aggressive plants. When hawkweed is
allowed to bloom it will spread seeds
down the road, across the bay and up the
mountain!

What can you do to help protect Kodiak
Do contact your SWCD to report weeds
from damage caused by invasive species? and need information.
Do compost your own yard waste or take
it to the landfill. Garden waste dumped
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Do join your local Cooperative Weeds
Management Area.

Dumped Yard Waste Photo by Blythe Brown
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We’re going Green! Sign up to receive this
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Kodiak Soil and Water is hiring, visit our website
for more information
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The mission of the Kodiak Soil and Water Conservation District is to provide education and leadership in
the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources through cooperative programs that protect,
restore and improve our environment.
www.kodiaksoilandwater.org

